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Writing Process

- 'Pi"é-W'rifihQi'The-fj‘i‘f‘é"—writing stage helps expand or narrow focus, and identify and/or arganize ideas. It is

the plarining phrase of the writing process. The |dea and Organization Traits are important in the prewsiting
phrase as the writer considers narrowing or expanding the writing focus and selects an organizational
structure that will most effactively showcase the student’s ideas.

Students having difficuliies with Pre-Writing may benefit from:

e  quick writes
» fres-writing and writing workshops {narrafive)
e  keeping journals or [eaming logs

Drafting : This stage involves the students in organizing ideas into a coherent structure. The goal of drafting
is to translate ideas into written organization without being constrained by word choice, sentence structure,
conventions, and presentation. Models of exemplar writing help students build a visual map in order to draft
their ideas according to specifications. Informal conferences with teachers or peers can occur during this
phase to provide feedback to the writer.

Studenis struggling with Drafting may benefit from

s storyboards, planning guides or other graphic organizers
o  collaborative drafting (teacher and student, small group)
s chunking instruction time

s audio recording software, such as Audacity

Revising: This stage focuses on improving student writing. Students rethink, rework, and refine their writing.
Siudents apply their knowledge of language skills and sentence structure in order to become better writers.
The first five Traits are critical to effective revision of the content: Idea, Organization, Voice, & Word Choice.

Students having difficulties with Revising may benefit from

s  Praise-Question-Polish (narrative)
» PRAISE: Find at least one thing {and preferably mare) that you think is good abeout the paper.
Was it well-written? Was it logical and on subject? Did the writer use good word choices and
vivid verbs?
s QUESTION: Point out at least one thing in the paper about which you may have a question.
Was there something you didn’t understand? Were there places where the writer wandered off
topic? Was there room to better explain an idea or give examples?
s POLISH: Paint out at least one thing that could make the paper better. Be posmve and be sure
o give some examples of how you think the paper could be improved.
text-mimicry
reformatting longer writings into separate pages/parts, cutting them up, and moving them around to
reorganize (informative/explanatory)
» peer-review color-cading activities {green dof for understanding, yeliow dot for questions, red dot for
confusion/inaccuracies)
¢ teacher-created checklists




4, Editing: This siage involves the beautification of the piece and should be underiaken when ali revisions o
-.-...-.the content are compiete. The writing is revisited to correct errors in grammar, mechanics, and usage and
*:...made be'done independently or by engaging in peer editing. The Conventicns Trait is the most prominent at
.. this phase of the writing process.

B ' BRI 'A:'S"t'ro'hfg;foun'da‘tibﬁ"'i'h the conventions of Standard English is important, but not essential to students
' working on Editing their own or a peer’s writing. Students may benefit from

e  mini-lessons
e teacher-created checklists

5. Publishing: This stage involves sharing the writing with an intended audience and may involve preparing a
neatly handwritten or word processed copy of the final draft and the addition of illustrations or other graphic
elements. Publication may extend to a multimedia presentation or lead to a public performance. In most
cases, the teacher is a member of the audience and is encouraged to give credit for the process and the
completed piece at this stage. The Presentation Trait is emphasized during this phase of the writing process
as the writer works to make the piece appealing and inviting o the audience.

While s_haring ‘'one’s writing is an important goal of instruction focused on the Publishing stage, students
i may need assistdnce with document design and formatting, selecting illustrations and creating graphs, and
.. adding other components to make it easier for an audience to approach the writing. Students may benefit

allery walk -

'ré_a:dih"g_'aloud the published work to an audience

Helpful Resources

- www.teacher.scholastic.com/writeit

for both students & educators _

step-by-step help through the writing process

can see how master writers craft their work

features sections for journalism, poetry, essay, short fiction, memoir,
& humor writing

VVYVY

www.brainpop.com/english/writing

» animated videos
» activities




Tllustrating the writing process

Makmg a Lunch Students can relate to the difference between what is sometimes served in the
cafeteria (nutritional but perhaps uninspiring), and a meal from their favorite restaurant.

When you are hungry, or when it is lunch time, you...

20 to the refrigerator to see what’s
Pre-Writing | available (sometimes you have to

go grocery shopping);

select food (so you have a
Drafting | nutritionally appealing and
palate-satisfying meal);

Revising put the food together on a plate
(make a sandwich, cut up fruit or
vegetables); and finall

Fditing | 5 Y

Publishing | eat the lunch.

After lunch, you may return to the
refrigerator for a snack or dessert
Revisiting | if you are still hungry (or if you
are being rewarded for exhibiting
outstanding table manners)




Quick Write Procedure

What is it?i" :

Quick writes are . most often used to develop fluency. In quick writes, students write rapidly and
without stopping in response to literature and for other types of impromptu writing. Quick writes,
provide students with a means of guickly representing their thinking. Rather than being
concerned with correct spelling, punctuation, and word usage, the student is more interested in
simply responding to the prompt in a personal way. Students reflect on what they know about a
topic, ramble on paper, generate, words and ideas, and make connections among the ideas.
Young children often do quick writes in which they draw pictures and add labels. Some students
do a mixture of writing and drawing.

Students do quick writes for a variety of purposes:

o (reative WritTng
| ST
\\,’\MWU - \,v\ﬂ*l‘ln

» Learning logs:
Iminediately following a particular lesson, engaging activity, or discussion,
pause and allow students to reflect in their learning logs or journals. Share

\
}_ . v responses "(O\b ‘é q%fjﬂ €
wwmm_ 'WQCJ”@‘M‘ VVJ
.. —to activate prior knowledge . AL ,h ~
—to reflect on a theme of a story and how it relates to them personally G (\ﬁ)'y\ ‘

“+ —to describe a favorite character . — b\ 0 l;‘m, N
» Reflections on new learning: 7 OL/U\/ %\U JLP'V‘/
--students write an explanation of what something means oK 5 ng l Ve ‘{@X

--to define or explain a word on the word wall
‘7 ST
NOVYA Ve

How to do a quick write:

1. The teacher selects a purpose for the students. This prompt should be tied to a
content area and elicit a personal response from the student.
1 2. After listening to the prompt, the student is instructed to write a response by
(J:\ G _]ottmg down whatever comes to mind. The time limit should be no longer than 5- Ay /\.',e PV + [/‘

f"‘
K
Q,\ _@!gutﬁs in length. When students are first doing quick writes, start with 2 0 l/k V ﬂ(d € 1/}

)(\\“(\ minutes of writing and increase the tme gradually. Students write until instructed
to stop. They are allowed to only finish their thought when “time” is called. il ' € /I (f gl’"‘ ¢
3. Quick writes may be used several times in a day. They may provide a “nugget” ] S /\ﬁ %
for a more extended piece of writing.
4. When it is time to share, students read their writing to a small group of four or ’6‘) \ ’O \/\/ V\
five students. Volunteers could also share with the whole group. M N 6 an
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| gOT sTuck when..

| sTopped because..

| Figured out ThaT..
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| was disTracted by..
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| Felt confused wh_en..-. -
1waos Thinking coout..

The Time wenT cuickly because..
A word / some words That | did not know..
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| FirsT Thought that... but Then I redized That.
| Finally understood..
| remembered That earlier in The Dook..
| Fixed Up my understandng by..
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I predicting..

| Think The man ided is...

| Think The Theme is..

| wish..

£ 1 were The outhor.
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The coolest facT Hearned was..
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This book is similar To..
The besT quoTe/ine | read Today was..
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My Name

In English my name means hope. In Spanish it means
too many letters. It means sadness, it means waiting. It is
like the number nine. A muddy color. It is the Mexican
records my father plays on Sunday mornings when he is
shaving, songs like sobbing.

It was my great-grandmother’s name and now it is

‘mine. She was a horse woman too, born like me in the
Chinese year of the horse—which is supposed to be bad
luck if you're born female—but I think this is a Chinese
lie because the Chinese, like the Mexicans, don’t like their
women strong.

My great-grandmother. I would’ve liked to have

10 Sandra Cisneros




“known her, a wild horse of a woman, so wild she Wouldn t
" ""-__marry Untd y great-grandfather threw a sack over her
head and carried her off, Just like that, as if she were a

fancy chandelier. That's the way he did it.

And the story goes she never forgave him. She looked
out the window her whole life, the way so many women sit
their sadness on an elbow. I wonder if she made the best
with what she got or was she sorry because she couldn’t be
all the things she wanted to be. Esperanza. I have inherited
her name, but I don’t want to inherit her place by the
window.

At school they say my name funny as if the syllables
were made out of tin and hurt the roof of your mouth.
But in Spanish my name is made out of a softer some-
thing, like silver, not quite as thick as sister’s name—
Magdalena—which is uglier than mine. Magdalena who at
least can come home and become Nenny. But I am always
Esperanza.

I would like to baptize myself under a new name, a
name more like the real me, the one nobody sees. Espe-
ranza as Lisandra or Maritza or Zeze the X. Yes, Something
ke Zeze the X will do.

The House on Mango Street

11
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 Favorite Quick Writes
Writing notebooks arc reassuring because it is easier to start from something rather than nothing. In
notebooks, writers feel free to be awkward or polished, silky or sullen. To try opinions without
commitment: without anyone watching. Notebooks are dedicated to perpetual sketchiness, and that’s
their charm. ~ Alice Fulton

A poem a daybuilds vocabulary and figurative language

“Days” by Billy Collins... if you conld go back to one day, one moment, which would you choose?
“When I Was Young in the Mountains” by Cynthia Rylant... when ['was young on Belmont Street...
“On Turning Ten” by Billy Collins... you might write about a favorite birthday or memories of age 10

Sketches, letters, responses, or thinking on paper... but always in response fo a piece

of literature or a poem. | never ask students to write from a prompt or ‘story starter.’
Trace around your hand, fil it with memories of what you’ve touched, held, loved

Fill a heart shape with the music that lives in your heart, songs connected to moments you love

Choose an article from the newspaper, read aloud and respond with your thinking

Aletter to someone you treasure; aletter to someone who annoys you; a letter to ask for something

Capture a conversation you overheard this week; capture the sounds of your house

Sketch your room:, your backyard, your neighborhood, your classroom, your favorite hiding place

Things you wonder about; questions you’d like to ask the principal, your parents, your best friend...

Slow down time, show every detail you can recall; compressed time, like Too moments on the school bus

Think of a favorite photograph and tell the story of that pictare and why it matters to you

Penny Kittle 12




8/24/2017 50 Inspiring Writing Promots to Kick Writer's Block

= Thought Q

riting | rompts for Journals, Blogs, and Essays

M

Getty Images

by Richard Nordquist
Updated June 21, 2017

Are you stuck for something to write about? Maybe you're scratching your head trying to come up with a fresh idea for a
personal essay—a narrative or an extended description. Or perhaps you're in the habit of keeping a journal or a blog, but today,
for some reagon, you can't think of a blessed thing to say.

Here's something that may help: a list of 50 brief writing prompts. Not full-blown essay topics, just hints, snippets, cues, and
clues to prod your memory, kick the writer's block, and get you started.

hine Punn thaniahten samimiiclkaurtina-nramnis-1A02438 1/5




812412017 50 Inspiring Writing Promps to Kick Writer's Block

Take a minute or two to look over the list. Then pick one prompt that brings to mind a particular image, experience, or idea.

Start mmng (or freewriting) and see where it takes you. If after a few minutes you hit a dead end don't panic: simply return to

the list, plck another prompt, and try again.

1. Everyone else was laughmg_. -
2. On the other side of that door -
3. Late again

4. What I've always wanted

5.4 sound I'd never heard before
6. What if . ..

7. The last time I saw him

https:/fwww.thoughtco.com/quick-writing-prompts-1692438 S SR
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13. What T should have said

13. Waking uﬁ) ina strange I‘€..'.)(:.).I.I1: E

14. There were signs of trouble.

15. Keeping a secret

16. All { have left is this photo.

17. It wasn't really stealing.

18, A place I pass by every day

19. Nobody can explain what happened next.
20, Staring at my reflection

21,1should havelied.

22, Then the lights went out.

23. Some might say it's a weakness.

... 24. Not again!
' 25. Where 1'd go to hide out from everyone

" 26. But that's not my real name.

T '27. Her side of the story

' 28, Nobody believed us.
:. 29. It was time to change schools again.
S 30. We climbed to the top.

31. The one thing ¥'ll never forget

32. Follow these rules and we'll get along fine.

33. It may not be worth anything.
34. Never again

35. On the other side of the street

[ IN TSR R thmiimhban Anmaladiale airdtinacnrarnte A 80240

50 Inspiring Writing Prompls to Kick Writar's Black
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8124/2017

36. My father used to tell me
37. When nobody was looking
38.If I could do it over again
39. Of course it was illegal.

40. It wasn't my idea.

41. Everyone was staring at me.

42. It was a stupid thing to say.
43. Hiding under my bed
44.If I tell you the truth

45. My secret collection

46. Footsteps in the dark -
47.The first cut is the deepest.
48. Trouble, big trouble

49. Laughing uncontrolably

50. It was just a game to them.

Still having trouble coming up with something to write about? Take a look at these 400 Writing Topic Suggestions for

50 Inspiring Writing Prompts to Kick Writer's Block

Paragraphs, Essays, and Speeches or these 250 Topics for Familiar Essays.

httos:.’.’www.thbudhtco.c_:omlcsuick-wriﬁnn-nmmnfs-16994.‘48 _
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82412017 ' 50 Quick Writing Prompts for Elementary School Children

e

Resources > For Educators

riting Prompts for Elementary School Children

Phota Tim Platt/Getty Images

by Janetle Cox
Updated June 21, 2017

Children tend to get stuck when it comes to thinking of writing ideas on their own. We have all had writers block at one point
in our lives, so we can understand the frustration students may have. Just like athletes need to warm up their muscles, writer's
need to warm up too. By giving students a writing prompt or idea for writing, it will ease their anxiety and allow them to write
freely. Encourage students to choose one of the following writing ideas each day.

httna: funanar thnnahten comianick-weitina-nrnmnts-n2-20818446 1/5




8/24/2017 L 50 Quick Writing Prompls for Elemientary School Children

Challenge them to write without stopping for at least five minutes. Remind students that their is no wrong way to respond, and
{0 just let their creative minds wonder.

Here is a collection of 50 creative writing prompts and ideas for your elementary school classroom. Use these to help spark
your students’ imagination.

1. This person I admire the most is...

2. My biggeét goal in life is...

3- The best book I ever read...

4. The happiest moment in my life was when...

5. When I grow up...

6. The most interesting place I have ever been was...

7. Tell three things you do not like about school and why.

8. The strangest dream I ever had was...

g. When I turn 16 I will...

https:/Awww.thoughtco.com/quick-writing-prompts-p2-2081846




8/24/2017 50 Quick Writing Prompts for Efementary Schioot Children

e 1t I get scared when

12 F : thmgs I would do: if I was rich are...

. 13 What is: your favorlte 8po1 and Why'r‘

14 If I could change the Wor"id T would bv -
15. Dear teacher, T would hke to know...

16, Dear President...

17. 1 am happy when...

18. I am sad when...

19. If T had three wishes...

20. All about my best friend.

21, Describe your favorite animal and why.

22. My pet elephant...

23. The time a bat was in my house...

24. When I become an adult I want to...

a5. My best vacation was when I wen to ...
" 26, Top 5 reasons why people argue are...

:ra% Describe 5 reasons why school is important.

i '_: '28. My favorite television show is...

itme M thnniahten comlanick-wirifinaenramnis-n2-72081 848 3/5
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50 Quick Writing Prompts for Eleﬁﬁe"ht'ar'y'séhool Children

5 The time I found a dinosauar in my backyard... ThOUghtgﬁ.
30. Describe the best present that you ever received.

31. Why is it that...

32. My most embarrassed moment was when...

33. Describe your favorite food and why.

34. 34. Describe your least favorite food and why.

35. The top 3 qualities of a friend are...

36. Write about what you would cook for an enemy.

37. Use these words in a short story: scared, angry, Sunday, bugs
38. What's your idea of a perfect vacation?

39. Write aBout why someone might be afraid of snakes.

40. List ten rules that you have broken and why you broke them.
41. I'd walk a mile for...

42.1 wish someone told me that...

43. Describe the hottest day...

44. Write about the best decision that you have ever made.
45.You opened the door and then...

46. The time the power went out I...

https:lew_.thc_anht_éfq.com/quick-writinq—promnts-n2~2081 846
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Csmapot7 50 Quick Writing Prompts for Elementary School Ghildren

481 Iwere President F'would..
o mgthe word: love, happy, smart, and sunny.

sr-forgot to wear shoes...

Looking for more wrxtmg ideas? -"'I"t'y'the'se jéurnal prompts or these real writing ideas for elementary school.

htbnesthanian fhnnnhten caminvickaritina-neamnte-n2.2NR1R4R 5/5




Without sufficient detail, my students tend to write paragraphs that may

have an impressively relaxed tone, but that lack force, or memorability,

because there’s nothing to sink one’s teeth into as a reader.

—Laura Robb, Nonfiction Writing: From the Inside Qut




